Computer models: killing mosquitoes with information.
This paper looks at the relationship between man and mosquitoes from the perspective of coevolution. From this perspective, the primacy of information processing in vector control programs becomes acutely evident. A composite mosquito control program is developed and illustrated to show the benefits derived from incremental increases in information. The use of computer modeling is seen as the next logical step to be taken by vector control personnel to add the next increment of efficiency and effectiveness. This step could well lead to significant reductions or perhaps the elimination of the need for pesticide use. The author encourages the use of computer modeling in teams as the means to learn across disciplines. The feasibility of this approach has been greatly enhanced by the availability of off-the-shelf modeling programs. The author appeals to university and vector control professionals to support students and staff in learning computer modeling techniques.